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The Teſtimony of ſore Chriſtians 
In and about Lewes 1n the Connty of SUSSEX, 


Held forth to the Nations, and ſeriouſly propoſing unto them, the neereſt and ſureſt way of Settlement, after ſs 
long and ſore Shakings ; and the beſt means of Reconciling the Civil Differences among ſt our ſelves, in this 


Commonwealth, 1s as follows. 


At 


© 


| 
(a)Heb.12 
27,29, 


Hat we humbly conceive, that the end of God, in the contir.ued ſuccefſions of ſhakings and overturnings 
that have been made by his Almighty hand amongſt usis (a) ro remove the things that may be ſhaken, as 
(b) Hag.z, things thatare made by manzthat thoſe things that cannor be ſhaken may remain,(2.e,) Divine inſtitutions; 
7. and to ſer up the Kingdom that cannot be moved , even the Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt amongſt 
() x Cor, us, (5) to bring rhis delire ot Nations, molt to be defired, bow much ſvever def piſed by the too much ad- 
(4)Pfa 2,6 Mircrs of Humane Policy, and (c) wiſe Diſputers of this World. 
(e)Rev.15 _ 2, That Gol intends not onely to ſer up Jeſus Chriſt (4) on his holy hill of Zz0, as (e) King of Saints, bur (f) as King 
Fler.r0.7 of Nations, (g) and that the Kingdoms of this World, fhall become the Kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chritt, and he 
(2)Rev.r x ſhall reign for ever and ever | 
Cas 3. Tuoatthis Kingdom of Chriſt, 1s ſet up amongſt the Nations, when (þ) his will is done on earth, as it is in heaven, 
10. (:) where Angels which excel in ſtrength, do his Commandments, hearkning unto the Voice of his Word. 
()Pfa.roez 4, That the Voiceof Chriſis Word to us, 1s the voice of the Holy Scriptures; thicher he ſends us to know his mind, 
(b) Iſai. 8. ayiOs (k) To the Law and rothe Teſtimony, if they ſpeak not according to this ord, it is becauſe there is no morning 
20, vid. {1 them. 
marg- + $5. That therefore there is Civil Government and Laws, delivercd in the holy Scriptures, whereby to govern the Nati- 
(!)z Tim-3 gns, according tothe will of God : (1) the Scriptures alfo being ſufficient to turnith che man of God throughly, to teach all 
np ood works ; trom the number of which, none will (we ſuppole) exclude Civil Government, 
6, That the Scripture Civil Government, 1s that which was given to Gods antient people Iſrael, when they began to be 
(m) Exod. 2 Commonwealth, which began to be preſcribed by (m) Jethro ro Moſes (unworthily cheretore we think by any to be count- 
18.1 — ed Moſaick) and {ſubmitted to the Commandment of the Lord (wichour which we {uppole none will think Maſs (et ir up) 
(4)Numb. and afterwards was pertected, by the inſtitution of the (z) ſeventy Elders, by Goits immediate appointment, and borh 
11.10,0c. upon grounds common to all people and times, the caſter and ſpecdicr adminultration ot Jultice, and the better bearing 
the burden of Government, *% 
7. That the Laws theScripture gives to Rule the Nations by, are the Laws which God gave to his antient people, (ſer- 
_ ting aſide ſuch as belonged unto them as ſuch a people,) that is, the Moral Law, and natural dcdufions therefrom, agree- 
able to the Scriptures 3 rogether with the penalties, whereby they were tenced againſt rranfgreffors, that cannot bur be 


ns approved of very Heathens (0) tor wiſdom and righteouſneſs ; and is commended uato the people of God (p) for irs moſt 
(p)Dcur.4. perfe& rightcouſnels. | 
s. $. Wetheretore do farther humbly teſtifie, that the neereſt and ſureſt way of ferling this ſhaken Commonwealth, and 


(a) Ifa.zz. bearing -; the pillars of our diflolved carth, 1s to proclaim Chriſt (4) our Judge, Law-ziverand Kingzand that according- 
23. ly no Othces cr Officers be (et up in the Commonwealth, but by his appointment, in che aſorcſaid Platform of Govern- 
ment, given once unto the Commonwealth of Iirael, recorded inthe holy Scriptures for our imitation ; and the Laws of 
the holy Scriptures be declared the Laws of the Commonwealth z that theſe may be our Magna Charta, and Statute-Book : for 
(r) Pfal, z. we humbly conceive that our Rulers have hitherto (7) periſhed from the way,becaule they would not ki(s the Son ; and that 
12 they could never bind up our breaches, becauſe they would not bind them up with Chriſts bands, bur have broken them, 
02 __* and caſt his Cords away. Neither can we expect(s)that God ſhould fend proſperity,till the Stone that the Builders have re- 
= fuſed, be made by mens acceptance, as well as Gods Ordinance, the head of the Corner : we cannot expe&t Gods bleſſing 
) ac 4 upon our Government, (t) except it be his own ; nor () {ucceſs in any ruling, but by hits Laws ; el pectally in ſuch a time of 
() Jof. 1. light, and clear teſtimony to the truth, | 
£0 "9. Tnar chercfore, although we ſhall ſubmir to Gods providence, that (4) rulcs in the Kingdoms of men, and gives 
54 't them to whomſo:ver he pleaſe, and be (>) ordered under the powers that arc, according to his Commandment, and fhew 
(3) Rom. qur ſelves peaccable in tne Land, and ſerviceable to our Country, after the example of che Saints that have gone before us : 
13-16: ver we {hall never approve of any other Supreme Law-Giver, bur Chriſt, giving Laws in his Word nor of any other 
Governmeat and Laws of the Commonwealth, then what he hath delivered to us therein, | 
10, That whercas ſome have gone before us, in bearing this teſtimony unto the Law-giving power of God, and Jeſus 
Chriſt, we profeſs our concurrence with them thercin, under the common name of Chriſtians z deſiring that all names of 
diſtinction being laid aſide, all teſtimony may be given under that common name ; and exhorting all that name the name 


ofthe Lord to depart from iniquity, we ſubſcribe our names, 


Gualter Poſilethwaite Rich, Savage John Lopdell Richard Button 

Henry Golman Jobn Henly Nicholas (urle Richard Burdett 

Steen Botttng George Goltham John Crouch Omrey Page 

Richard Ruſſel Thomas Miles Tho. Crouch Robert Swan 

Tho, Fiſſenaer Nat. Jones Richard Burton TJeremiab Tamkin 

John Savage _ John Stoneflreet Chriſtopher Yorkburſt Abraham Nicholas YE 
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